
MEETING MINUTES 

Reform Party Organizational Meeting 

 Saturday, September 24th, 2016, 

2:00 PM E.T.  

Hilton Garden Inn, 

1100 South Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10303 

 The agenda was as follows: 

1. Credentialing 
2. Attendance 
3. Electing a Chair of the Meeting  
4. Adoption of rules 
5. Election of Party officers 
6. Nomination of candidates for President and Vice-President 
7. New business 
8. Old business 

 

Attendance. 

The following members were present (either in-person or by proxy) and their weighted vote              
totals are listed to the right 

1. Curtis Sliwa, 55 
2. Mathew J. Mari, 15 
3. James Thompson, 32 
4. Curtis Ellis, 51 
5. Alexander Garrett, 40 
6. Andrew McKenna, 194 
7. Victoria Brenker, 111 
8. Lawrence Gilder, 111 
9. Stephanie Morano, 174 
10. John Tabacco, 174 
11. Rosie Rossitto, 109 
12. Michael P. Reape, 109 
13. Frank Morano, 115 
14. Patricia Bauman, 115 
15. Darren Yelin, 486  
16. Stephanie Yelin, 286  



 

The following members were absent (their weighted vote totals are listed to the right) 

1. Terry Goldman, 51 
2. Henry Then, 29 

With more than two-thirds of the state committee present either in-person (or by proxy), it was                
determined that a quorum was present pursuant to party rules. 

The meeting was called to order by Frank Morano, a State Committee member representing the               
Richmond County portion of the 64th Assembly District and the person who sent out the meeting                
notice. 

Morano pointed out that under the existing party rules he was calling the meeting because the                
person tasked with calling the meeting within fifteen days of the party primary was the Secretary                
of the Interim State Committee and that person had failed to do so and that he was desirous of                   
holding an Organizational State Committee meeting within the timeframe prescribed by law. 

CHAIR OF THE MEETING 

Nominations were opened to elect a temporary Chair of the meeting. Morano was nominated by               
Darren Yelin, nomination seconded by John Tabacco. There were no other nominations and             
Morano was elected unanimously.  

AGENDA 

Morano outlined the agenda for the organizational meeting. John Tabacco proposed the            
meeting agenda be adopted. Motion was seconded by Rosie Rossitto.  

PARTY BY-LAWS 

Rosie Rossitto proposed that the rules as drafted by Morano, which were emailed to everyone 
prior to the meeting be adopted.  Darren Yelin seconded the motion. 

The discussion began over the section of Article II of the proposed rules that calls for Term 
Limits for the office of State Chair.  Mathew J. Mari outlined his philosophical objection to term 
limits for any office and suggested that this provision be done away with.  

Mari proposed an amendment to the proposed rules, eliminating the Term Limits provision.  The 
motion was seconded by John Tabacco. 

Curtis Sliwa argued in favor of keeping the Term Limits provision.  Morano also argued in favor 
of keeping the term limits provision.  

Mari (15 votes) and Tabacco (174 votes) voted in favor of the amendment.  All others present 
voted against it.  The amendment failed. 

Mari proposed an amendment eliminating Article X, section 9 which calls for cross 



endorsements to be limited to no more than 50% of members of one political party in any given 
county or in the state as a whole.  The motion was seconded by Rosie Rossitto. 

John Tabacco spoke in favor of the amendment.  Alex Garrett spoke against the amendment. 
Lawrence Gilder raised some questions about the term limits provision. 

Curtis Sliwa argued in favor of limiting cross endorsements as a rule and seeking to run 
independent candidates whenever possible. 

John Tabacco also spoke in favor of wanting Reform candidates to run whenever possible but 
thought this rule might hinder the party’s growth.  He also raised questions about the feasibility 
of enforcement.  

Rosie Rossitto (109), Lawrence Gilder (111), Matthew Mari (15) voted in favor of the Mari 
amendment. 

John Tabacco proposed that counties be able to opt out of the cross endorsement restriction.  The 
motion was seconded by Darren Yelin. 

Curtis Sliwa (55 votes) voted against the amendment.  The amendment passed it. 

Lawrence Gilder proposed an amendment that called for the creation of the office of 
Sergeant-at-Arms.  Motion was seconded by Rosie Rossitto.  

Rossitto (109), Garrett (40) and Gilder (111) voted in favor of the amendment.  Tabacco (174) 
was absent for the vote.  All others voted in opposition. 

Mathew Mari made a motion to call the question. Yelin seconded. 

John Tabacco wanted discussion on opening primaries and recommended we vote against calling 
the question. 

Motion to call the question failed. 

Tabacco spoke in opposition to opening the primaries to unaffiliated voters. 

Tabacco proposed an amendment eliminating Article X, Section 11, which allows unaffiliated 
voters to vote in Reform Party primaries. Darren Yelin seconded the motion. 

Curtis Sliwa sought clarification of the proposal. 

Morano explained that if this rule passed, voters who weren’t enrolled in any political party 
would be entitled to vote in Reform Party primaries and some of the reasons as to why this 
would be desirous.  

Darren Yelin expressed his ambivalence on this proposal and suggested possibly postponing a 
vote on this aspect of the proposals.  

Rosie Rossitto sought clarification on which voters would be able to vote in Reform Party 
primaries and wanted to make sure that registered members of other parties wouldn’t be able to 



vote in Reform Party primaries.  

Tabacco and Mari voted in favor of the Tabacco amendment.  The motion failed. 

Mathew J. Mari proposed to call the question.  Seconded by John Tabacco. 

The rules (as amended) were passed unanimously.  

Election of Officers 

Darren Yelin nominated Frank Morano, who respectfully declined and suggested that perhaps 
another member of the State Committee would be a better spokesman. 

John Tabacco nominated Curtis Sliwa.  Matthew Mari seconded.  There were no other 
nominations. 

Curtis Sliwa was elected unanimously.  

Mathew Mari nominated Frank Morano for First Vice-Chair.  Morano indicated that he’d decline 
but would happily serve as party Secretary. 

Lawrence Gilder nominated John Tabacco.  Mari seconded his nomination. There were no other 
nominations.  Tabacco was elected unanimously. 

Nominations were opened for the office of Second Vice Chairperson.  Morano nominated 
Mathew Mari.  Seconded by John Tabacco.  Mari was elected unanimously. 

Nominations were opened for the office of Secretary.  Matthew Mari nominated Frank Morano. 
Rosie Rossitto seconded.  There were no other nominations and Morano was elected 
unanimously. 

Nominations were opened for the office of Treasurer.  Darren Yelin nominated Rosie Rossitto. 
Mari seconded.  There were no other nominations and she was elected unanimously. 

Nominations were open for at-large executive committee members.  Morano proposed that the 
remaining ten positions be nominated as a slate and nominated the following individuals: 

1- Andrew DeJoseph  
2- Alex Garrett 
3- Darren Yelin 
4- Lawrence Gilder 
5- Curtis Ellis 
6- Andrew McKenna 
7- Stephanie Morano 
8- Michael Reape  
9- Victoria Brenker 
10- James Thompson 

Mari seconded the nomination of the slate.  There were no other nominations and the slate was 



elected unanimously.  

Nomination for President and Vice-President 

Mathew Mari nominated Donald Trump and Gov. Mike Pence. Rosie Rossitto seconded the 
nomination. 

Lawrence Gilder nominated Gary Johnson and William Weld.  That nomination was seconded 
by Darren Yelin.  

Curtis Sliwa proposed endorsing no candidate. Morano seconded the nomination. 

Mari spoke articulately in favor of the Trump-Pence ticket. 

Gilder spoke in opposition to Trump and in favor of Gov. Johnson.  

Sliwa spoke strongly in favor of endorsing no candidate so as not to be perceived of as being in 
anyone’s corner and not alienate potential voters.  He also said that the Reform Party nomination 
likely wouldn’t win NY for someone but could potentially taint the party in its status. 

Morano (a Trump supporter) pointed out that both Trump and Johnson already have two ballot 
lines in NY. 

Tabacco (a Trump supporter) spoke in favor of leaving the line blank as well. 

Morano made a motion for a Roll call vote. Motion was seconded by John Tabacco.  

Mari voted in favor of Trump (15). 

All of the other votes were cast for no candidate (2,377) 

The party nominated no candidate. 

Morano (the Secretary pointed out that this would be the last state committee meeting that 
allowed for unlimited proxy voting)  

NEW BUSINESS 

Morano proposed for the creation of a Platform and Issues Committee open to any Reform Party 
member in the state, which would meet and come up with platform proposals to report back to 
the next state committee meeting.  The motion was seconded by Darren Yelin. 

Morano proposed filling some State Committee vacancies with State Committee members who 
failed to make the ballot and get elected.  John Tabacco seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Morano, as a duly elected member of the State Committee from Richmond County made a 
motion that the Richmond County State Committee members be permitted to meet to form an 
Interim County Organization.  Lawrence Gilder seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously. 

Alex Garrett asked about forming an ICO in Queens in the future.  The party leadership indicated 



that they would help him do so in the future. 

OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mathew Mari made a motion to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Darren Yelin. 

The members of the State Committee voted unanimously to adjourn.  

 

 

 

 

 


